112      AN APPROACH TO REALITY

We need imagination, and we need also saf
guards from those dangers and excesses in whi<
our past experiences, likes and dislikes, pla
havoc with <xir thought. We must hold what ^
imagine as lightly as the advanced scientist toda
holds every theory of his, and like him, be read
to put it to every practical test. It would be we
not to be too certain and not to presume to
close an acquaintance with truths and states <
being that lie beyond our depths. Intensity <
emotion and vividness may be to us an inde
of validity, but vividness depends not only on th
intrinsic truth of the experience but also on one
personal reactions, which again depend upo
one's conscious and unconscious desires, aim
and expectations.

Objectivity is a scientific qualification, and :

is equally needed by the occult scientist. Purit
of living ; accuracy of observation, steadines
in reasoning, and careful definition of thought
precision in the use of language, and truth in a]
things, including behaviour ; the elimination c
all partialities and prejudices; self-control ii
every respect ; the impersonality or detachmen
which arises from breadth and universality o
sympathy $ gracefulness and accuracy even ii